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—The MAILING DATE oi f this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address-* 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (ft) FROM THE MAILING. DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a); In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely, 
ff NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication : 
Failure to reply, wfthin me set or extended pen^^ 



Status 

E^e 



esponsive to communication(s) filed on ^ 

□ This action is FINAL 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as the merits Is closed in 
accordance with the practice under £ir parteQuay/e f 1935 C D. 1 1; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



Disposition of Claims 

E^laim(s) \—S~4^ 



3^ 4f7 



is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above daim(s)- 

H'ciim(s), o^J) 44? 

B*6laim(s): 1 — : , 

E^laim(s) 2^- 2-4 <Z~~A ^f- S~4^ 



□ Claim(s)- 



Application Papers 

' □ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on L is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on . . is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected \o by the Examiner. . ••• 

□ The oath or declaration is obje^ed to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 (a)-<d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d). 

□ All DSome* DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) ' ■ . . , . 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
. is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

-is/are objected to. 

- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received:_^_ • 

Attachment(s) 



□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1 449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-41 3 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

□ Other • 
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Art Unit: 2874 



DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more 
than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kugimiya. The Kugimiya reference shows a non- 
imaging waveguide (with air guiding the light) and the reflective 
surface capable of directing light around a corner. One side of 
the mirror can be considered a port and the other side of the 
mirror can be considered a second port, since a port is only an 
opening through which something can pass. 

Claims 2-26 and 51-54 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten 
in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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RESPONSE TO APPLICANT'S ARGUMENTS 



The applicant asserts that Kugimiya is not non- imaging . The 
examiner does not understand how this is possible since the 
reflective means is the same as that of the invention. If the 
invention is non-imaging, then Kugimiya must also be non-imaging 
in the same sense. While the Kugimiya reference does speak of 
imaging, it does not define the device as an imaging device. The 
imaging spoken of is that an image (of some sort) will be made on 
a projection screen. 

The applicant asserts that Kugimiya is not a waveguide. The 
examiner believes that it is a waveguide because it does in fact 
have a reflecting surface 23 which confines EM radiation. It is 
true that the reflecting surface is not a container as in an 
optical fiber, but it would meet a broad definition of waveguide. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed 
to R. E. Wise at telephone number (703) 308-4880. 




Robert E. Wise 



Examiner - Art Unit 2 874 



